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" Hi! Since you are one of my young men, go and drive
the herd hither!" Then after a pause he asks the fire-
board, " Have you brought it ? " to which in the name of
the fire-board he answers, " I have." Thereupon, speaking
in his own person, he says, " Then catch some reindeer!
It seems that you will keep a good watch over the herd,
There, from the actual chief of the fire-boards, you may
learn wisdom." These sacred fire-boards are often handed
down from generation to generation as family heir-looms.
During the calving-season they are taken from their bag
and placed behind the frame in the outer tent in order that
they may protect the dams,1

rheevolu-        These  Koryak  and   Chuckchee  customs   illustrate  the

figged*    evolution of a fire-god into the patron deity of a family and

or fire-      his representation In human form  by the board which Is

g    ess*    used in fire-making.     As the fire-board is  that part of the

kindling apparatus which is commonly regarded as female

in contradistinction to the drill, which is regarded as male,

we can easily understand  why the deity of the fire should

sometimes, as at Rome, be conceived as a  goddess rather

than as a god; whereas if the drill itself were viewed as

the essential part of the apparatus we should expect to find

a fire-god and not a fire-goddess.

1 W. Bogaras, " The Chukchee The Jesup North Pacific Expedition,
Religion," pp. 349-353 (Memoir of the vol. vii. part ii., Leyden and New
American Museum of Natural History) York, 1904).